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tO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
REMARKS ON THE MIRACLE MENTIONED IN JOSHUA x. 12—14, 


Tu league which the Gibeonites had entered into with Joshua 
having excited the indignation of the king of Jerusalem, a combina- 
tion was formed of five kings, with the view of destroying Gibeon, 
The Israelites, advancing to succour their allies, obtain a decided victo- 
ry, on which occasion two extraordinary circumstances are related to 
have taken place, one of which at least was miraculous. I refer to 
the shower of hailstones which destroyed the Amorites, and to the 
sun and moon's standing still at the prayer of Joshua. The former 
interposition of Providence being evidently the effect of natural 
causes, presents no difficulty ; the latter furnishes a very considera- 
ble one. Josh. x. 12—14. 

Masius remarks, that according to the Hebrew accents,* the words 
‘‘ in the sight of Israel,’ should be connected with the command of 
Joshua, so that the passage will read thus: “ And Joshua said, ‘In 
the sight of Israel, sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ;’”’ expressive of 
his wish that the miracle should be conspicuous to all the army. But 
although this gives a very good sense, yet from examining passages 
where the same account occurs, I find that its intention cannot be to 
divide the sentence ; at least this is not its usual form. 

That the sun and moon should stand still at the direction of Joshua, 
appears a miracle so vast and extraordinary, so superiour to any that 
were performed through the instrumentality of Moses, as to lead some 
criticks to adopt an exposition giving to the transaction less of the 
marvellous. It has been said too, that the occasion did not justify so 
great a miracle. But in addition to the observation, that we are in- 
adequate judges of the exigency, let it be remarked tbat the sacred 
writer does not say that the miracle was wrought tn order to afford an 
opportunity to the Israelites to ‘ avenge themselves upon their ene- 
mies,’ but simply that the effect continued * until” they had done 
so. To use the language of Buddeus, ** Non tantum ob Canaanxo- 
rum quorundam ceedem hoc factum; sed, ut omnes gentes intellige- 
rent, Deum, celi et terre conditorem Hebree gentis curam agere, 
utque ipsi Israelite hac ratione valide in fide sua confirmareniur.” It 
was, doubtless, one of a series of miracles, beginning with the divine 
appearance to Moses in the bush, the whole of which were intended 


* Masius in Poli Syn. 
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to demonstrate the truth of the Mosaick system, and to display to the 
world the peculiar felicity and glory of the Israelitish nation. The 
objection therefore to the greatness of the miracle is very unimpor- 


tant. Nor is that taken from the phraseology, ‘* in the midst of 


heaven,”’ less trifling; for it does not necessarily signify the very 


zenith, but may be taken in a larger sense for the broad expanse be- 
tween the meridian and horizon. Indeed, it has been well remarked, 
that Joshua would hardly have requested such a miracle at noonday, 
when he might reasonably have concluded that there would be time 
enough before sunset to destroy an enemy already routed and dis- 
tracted by the overwhelming power of the foe, and by the miraculous 
hailstones; not to say, that the miracle would be more conspicuous, 
if it had begun to take place when the sun was near the horizon. 
When it is said, that ‘ the sun stood still,” it is by no means neces- 
sary to understand fhe expression of the solar orb itself; the writer 
rather appears to speak in the usual language of the day, and agreea- 
bly to the received system of astronomy, and the expression is of the 
same kind with that in the Psalms, ‘*‘ Thou bast made the round world 
so fast, that it never shall be moved.”’ As in the event under conside- 
ration, (he sun appeared stationary, when at other times he appeared 
to move, the language is adapted to the apparent and not to the real 
phenomena of nature. This is denied by Dr. Clarke, who contends 
that the Hebrew words are strictly philosophical, and refer to the 
cessation of the sun’s influence on the planetary system, and of his 
motion on his own axis, which cessation caused the earth to be 
stationary ; and while he admits the use of unphilosophical lan- 
guage in scripture (as in other writings) where the ignorance and pre- 
judices of the common people must be consulted, he rejects it on 
this occasion, and wherever direct intercourse between God and 
his prophets is mentioned. He has not, however, supported his re- 
mark by any evidence. According to him the miracle in question 
stopped the course of the earth round its axis, and thus lengthened 


the day. 
Dr. Hales has a similar view of the action, and remarks, that * it 
is utterly impossible to account for this miracle on philosophical 


principles ; that it must be resolved wholly into the power of God, 
who hearkened to the voice of a man, to stop the luminaries in their 
diurnal courses, or perhaps. the earth’s rotation, and by prolonging the 
day of battle to make them fight for Israel.” In one respect, how- 
ever, he differs widely from the other commentater. Clarke ob- 
serves, that ‘** it appears much more reasonable that Joshua should 
require the miracle to be performed, when daylight was about to 
tail, just as the sun was setting,” than while he was in the meridian. 
The other remarks, that ** from the circumstances of the narrative 
we may collect, that the miracle happened soon after sunrise, and 
when the moon was rather past the tull.’* The objection before 


* Masius, a commentator in Poole’s Synopsis, remarks, that the moon was 
then new and not far from the sun. 
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stated to the supposition that the miracle began at mid-day, applies to 
Dr. Hales’s hypothesis with still greater force. Nor do I think that 
he has said any thing very satisfactory in defence of it. His re- 
marks are of this nature; that * Joshua, when summoned by the 
Gibeonites, ‘ went up from Gilgal all night,’ ” (as the divine historian 
observes,) ** ‘and came suddenly” upon the enemy, we may con- 
clude, says the author, ‘ about daybreak.” This may have been 
the case; and it may have been later, for a thousand circumstances 
connected with the nature of the warfare and of the country, of which 
we must be ignorant, may have prevented his attacking them at day- 
break, even if he had intended to do so. But of this intention we 
have no evidence, for Joshua may have marched all night, he may 
also have come upon the confederate kings suddenly, without reaching 
them at daybreak. But assuming this, the author, after mentioning 
the several events which took place, proceeds thus ; * in this situa- 
tion, the sun appeared to rise over Gibeon eastward, and the moon to 
set over Ajalon westward, when Joshua uttered his invocation.” It 
appears to me altogether incredible that the events referred to could 
have taken place in so short a space of time as that between day- 
break and sunrise. We read that “a great slaughter took place at 
Gibeon:” surely the Canaanitish kings made some resistance, how- 
ever ineffectual it may have been, and this, together with so great a 
destruction, required some time. After the slaughter, we find that 
they were chased along the way to Beth-horon ; thence they were 
smitten by the Israelites and by the miraculous hailstones as far as 
Azekah, a considerable distance from Gibeon, the place of the original 
assault ; afterwards they were pursued to Makkedah, and either here 
or at Azekah, Joshua sought the miraculous addition of light. Laying 
ail these circumstances together, it would seem almost certain that the 
miracle did not commence for several hours after sunrise ; and, al- 
lowing a reasonable time for the events spoken of, and for the gather- 
ing of the clouds preparatory to the storm of hailstones and _ their 
breaking away again so as to present aclear sky, highly probable that it 
did not commence till the sun had considerably declined from the 
meridian, perhaps not more than a couple of hours at most before the 
time of its setting. This appears to me most likely to have been the 
time, and as far as I know is not open to any considerable objection. 
The position of Ajalon and Gibeon on the maps seems to favour 
Hales’s view ; but it must be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
ascertain their relative situations with certainty. Not to say that the 
situations themselves may have been determined with reference to the 
idea for which Hales contends, as many a geographer goes upon by- 
potheses unproved. Gibeon is placed by Josephus forty or fifty stadia 
north of Jerusalem, i. e. eight or ten miles; Beth-horon the lower, 
the one mentioned in Joshua, about fifteen miles north-west of Gi- 
beon ; authors differ as to the situation of Ajalon. Indeed there were 
several of the name. See Bible de Venice, tom. 2. p. 316. 
Buddeus examines this event at considerable length, and concludes 
his discussion by expressing it as his opinion, “ejus modi hoc esse de 
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quo loquimur miraculum, in quo nature ordo universus immutatus est.”’ 
p 663. tom. 1. Many valuable writers give a similar view of the 
subject. To those abovementioned may be added the names of Ma- 
sius, Usher, and others. 

Other writers, however, think differently. Among them, Le Clerc 
holds a conspicuous rank. The literal meaning of the passage, which 
Supposes an alteration in the course of nature, is thus objected to by bim. 
‘** Non est simile vero, 0b rem tantillam qualis fuit cedes aliquot Cha- 
naneerum, terre motum diurnum, aut si mavis, solis, interruptum 
fuisse. Non solet Deus, ut sic loquar, sic prodigus esse miraculorum, 
ut nature ordinem in tam insigni universitatis parte, levi de causa, 
perturbet.”” A reply to the objection. which assumes that the miracle 
was wrought merely to afford a longer time for the destruction of the 
Canaanites, which cannot be proved, | have already given from 
Buddeus. Le Clerc goes on to notice, that the words appear to be 
taken from the poetical book of Jasher or the Upright. Of this book 
Dr. Geddes, a learned and critical writer, although for * a catholick 
Christian,’ as he calls himself, strangely sceptical, speaks thus: ‘* The 
book of Jasher, i. e. I think, the book of Songs. It seems to have 
been a collection of historical ballads, in which the great achieve- 
ments of the nation were narrated with all the embellishments of 
oriental poetry, and sometimes it may be imagined with poetical ex- 
aggeration.” He refers to his critical remarks ; but as far as | can 
ascertain, he died before he could arrange and publish them beyond 
those on the Pentateuch. Le Clerc, as well as this writer, indulges 
himself too far when he remarks with respect to this book, that it is 
customary, with poets to hyperbolize, and that perhaps the writer of 
it intended to say that by the providence of God, the places where 
the Canaanites were slaughtered were illuminated by the light as it 
were of the sun and moon longer than usual, which phenomenon may 
have been occasioned, he thinks, by extraordinary refractions, causing 
the sun to appear above the borizon when in fact he had set. Or, 
the circumstances may have been produced by some unusual light, 
taking the places and assuming the appearances of the sun and moon, 
which light may have been concentered by God himself or his angels, 
in a manner out of the usual course of nature. The miracle, what- 
ever it was, took place, he thinks, near sunset. ‘“ Nihil,” says he, 
‘¢ verisimilius posse dici videtur, quam id factum sole occasui jam 
vicino.” 

Pereyra, the founder of the Pre-adamites, agrees with Le Clerc, and 
Grotius, a more distinguished name, is of the same opinion, who after 
noticing the poetry of the language, remarks that perhaps after the 
setting of the sun, his disk may have shown itself by the refraction of 
a cloud above the horizon. Maimonides also and other Jewish rab- 
bies, consider the language as poetical, as if the sun had delayed his 
setting till the ruin of the enemy should be completed. See Bud. 
Hist. Eccles. tom. i. pp. 660, 661. 

Vatablus supposes that the sun and moon are said to stand still, be- 
cause the Israelites effected as great a destruction of their enemies as 
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if they had been stationary and had thus prolonged the day; and in 
opposition to the opinion that the earth’s revolution was checked, re- 
marks, that the miratle is not noticed by the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews when he is recounting the effects of faith in the ancient 
worthies, although the fall of Jericho’s walls is. This omission he 
conceives to be unaccountable, as the miracle in that case was un- 
questionably the greatest ever performed. The two Kimchis, father 
and son, to get rid of one extraordinary miracle, presume another at 
least equally so ; viz. that the Almighty made a body of a new kind 
to represent the sun after he had set. 

On the exposition of these writers it may be remarked, that they 
all assume the book of Jasher to have been poetical. Le Clerc ob- 
serves that it is cited in 2 Sam. i. 18, where the sacred writer intro- 
duces David’s lamentation over Saul and Jonathan, and says, ‘also 
he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow, behold 
it is written in the book of Jasher.” He gives it as bis opinion that 
the work was a collection of hymns or songs relating to the exploits 
of the Israelites, compiled, perhaps, at different times, like the Psalms 
and Proverbs, and containing an ode on this victory of Joshua and 
the poem just referred to by David. He does not: think that the 
author of the book of Joshua has quoted the express words of the ori- 
ginal, but merely the sense ; although, he remarks, a slight transpo- 
sition of the original would make of it a hemistick. Al! this, how- 
ever, is hypothesis. The book of Jasher is lost, and we cannot tell 
what it was. It may have been poetical, or it may have been, as 
Lightfoot conjectures, ‘* some book of remembrances and directions, 
written by Moses for Joshua’s private instruction for the management 
of the wars after him, the same which is called in Numb. xxi. 14, ‘ the 
book of the wars of the Lord,’ ” with occasional additions of impor- 
tant historical information affecting the Israelitish nation. Or it may 
have been, as Dr. Clarke thinks, a work, ‘‘ which in reference to 
Joshua and his transactions, was similar to the commentaries of Cesar 
on bis wars with the Gauls.”” Whatever it was, there can be no 
doubt that it was of standard authority in those early ages, in con- 
sequence of which it is occasionally appealed to. But admitting the 
supposition that it was poetical to be well founded, the book of 
Joshua certainly was not, and as this book contains an account of the 
fact, and merely refers to the other as corroborating the statement, 
the poetick license cannot justly be pleaded in order to do away the 
miracle.* 

{ shall close these remarks with an observation or two more on 
each of the hypotheses noticed. With regard to that which supposes 
such an alteration in the course of nature to have taken place, as tu 
have stopped for a time the revolutions of the planets or at least 
of the earth, it must be admitted that there are difficulties attending 


* It is proper to remark that in the opinion of the Sy. Translator, the book of 
Jasher was a poetical work: the Latin version of the Sy. is this: ** et ecce 
scriptum est in libro canticorum.”” The Ch. Targ. has it in the book of the law. 
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it. What would be the effect on the solar system and on the state of 
the earth, | am not able to say, nor do | know whether any commen- 
tator has considered this question. But the difltculties are certainly 
not insuperable, for, if any considerable difference in the state of 
things would have resulted, the same almighty Being who thought 
proper to work the miracle would readily have restored all things to 
their original order. As to the necessity of such a miracle, we cannot 
judge of that without a full knowledge of all circumstances ; so that 
in forming an opinion, we must not reason from the nature of the 
case, but from the language of the inspired narrative. And, as we 
advocate a system of religion professedly founded upon miracles, 
there is no reason why we should wish to diminish or do away the one 
before us. 

Still, however, as it is a principle established by observation of 
the constitution of nature, that miracles are not wrought for unim- 
portant purposes, it is proper to ascertain, with as much certainty as 
is practicable, the true meaning of the sacred text, before we arrive at 
the conclusion, that such a miracle, as that which would stop in their 
course the revolutions of planets, was actually wrought. ‘That a re- 
markable miracle was performed, there can be no doubt, whether it 
were effected by a cessation of the earth’s motion, or by retraction of 
the rays of light passing from the sun and moon through her atmos- 
phere. Our present version of the 13th verse is directly in opposition 
to the idea of refraction: **So the sun stood still in the midst of 
heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.” But if, with 
some very Cistinguished criticks, we translate the original thus, ** and 
the sun stood still in the hemisphere of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down when the day was complete,” all the difficulties will vanish, and 
an unusually thick atmosphere, occasioned possibly by the state of the 
air in consequence of the miraculous hailstones, or condensed per- 
haps for the purpose, by Almighty direction, might possibly enable the 
philosopher to account for the fact. Whether the original as it now 
stands will admit of this version or not, | cannot positively say. It is 
remarkably short : on-ov2 according to, or like as a complete day. 
The Ch. Targ. reads, 2% which also conveys the idea of com- 
pletion [Is not the use of the particle 2 parallel with Gen. xviii. 10, 
ma-ny> according to this time ?] Possibly it might be rendered as 
(the) day was completed, which would be a free translation, as_ there 
is no emphatick 7 before ov. Literally the version would be, as a 
day of completions, if 1 may use the word thus in the plural. Our 
translation appears to have been formed from the Vulgate, spatio unius 
diei, or else from the Arabick, the Latin of which is, spatio diet integrt. 
But the Hebrew does not necessarily require, and perhaps will not 
bear, the sense of entegr?. The Septuagint is es reros pias nmeges* 
most probably these translators read 2 for > ; then if the emphatick 
1 be understood before ov, as is very frequently the case in He- 
brew, the original might be rendered literally in the day of completions, 
which perhaps may be a very common idiom for when the day was 
completed. ‘There is no objection that 1 know of to this, except thet 
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the 3 which is now pointed with a tseri ought then to have a patach. 
This will not be considered as a very serious one by any but those 
who adopt the opinion, that the present points are a constituent part of 
the original language, an opinion which is now pretty generally ex- 
ploded. See Le Clerc’s version and note. 

At all events, it appears to me to be most probable that the addition 
to the day was effected by refraction ; and although it would require 
a very dense atmosphere to cause any considerable addition, yet no 
objection need be urged from this circumstance, as the density may 
have been greatest in the upper or middle regions, so as not to affect 
the inhabitants. 

After writing this, I see that Dathe admits the idea of refraction, al- 
though his version is different. ‘* Sol stetit in medio celo, nec fes- 
tinavit occidere per diem integrum.” See his note a. 


SERMON.—No. XXXIV. 


2 Cor. v. 20. Weare ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. 


Man was at first created in a state of innocence, and enjoyed the 
presence and favour of God. But he rebelled ; he transgressed ;_for- 
feited the divine favour, became guilty, and depraved. His un- 
derstanding was darkened, and his heart corrupted; so that he 
knew not God, and could not follow the ways of holiness. And all 
who are descended from that sintul stock have inherited the same sin- 
ful nature; having sprung from corruptible seed, they are corrupt in 
their disposition and conduct. By nature they are children of wrath, 
enemies to God by wicked works, alienated from him in heart, and 
having no spiritual intercourse with him. And as they have neither 
the ability nor inclination to depart from sin and be united with God, 
it was necessary that some means should be devised for their relief. 
Accordingly a system of grace was instituted. Jesus undertook the 
work of atonement, took our nature upon him, and died for our sins, 
the just for the unjust, that be might bring us unto God. Notwith- 
standing we had risen in rebellion and broken his laws, he graciously 
interposed and provided a way for our reconciliation and salvation. 
By his mediation he opened a way, and by his word he pointed out 
the way. by which sinners can be united to God and enjoy happiness 
in bis presence. This subject is introduced and enforced by the 
apostle in the context. ‘* He hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin,” &c. ‘* God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 
then we afe ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you, by us: we pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
From these words, my hearers, | may with propriety make some 
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remarks upon the character and office of an ambassador of Christ, and 
then subjoin some considerations deducible from the general subject. 

In worldly affairs, an ambassador is an officer sent from one nation 
to another, to negotiate upon any matters that are at issue between 
them. The acts of such an officer, as far as they are agreeable to his 
commission and instructions, are considered to be valid in the name of 
his sovereign. Also, if a king’s own subjects rebel, and become ob- 
noxious to punishment, he may send ambassadors to them, to call them 
to obedience, and promise them pardon. And whosoever will comply, 
shall receive the promise, and become interested in the covenant of 
mercy. 

All mankind are rebels. They have rebelled against the great 
Sovereign of heaven and earth, have forfeited every tavour, and ex- 
posed themselves to the severest punishment. But a system of grace 
was devised, by which they might obtain mercy. The gospel was 
instituted, and an order of men sent forth to proclaim it to the world. 
These men are ambassadors of Christ. They act by his commission 
and in his name; and whatever is rightly done by them, is done by 
his authority. 

As ambassadors of Christ, there are two things more especially 
pertaining to their office. And 

1. They must have a commission. Whoever presumes to act as an 
ambassador, without being regularly and duly authorized, is guilty of 
a fault and deserves censure. He must have regular authority from 
his Master, or he has no right to act in his name. He must have an 
outward and visible commission, or he has no right to administer visi- 
ble ordinances. Such a commission our Lord gave bis apostles with 
his own hands, while he was upon earth. He said unto them, * Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost ;—whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven.” As if he had said, ** Receive ye authority as 
my ministers ;—whatever Acts ye shall perform ; whatever ordinances 
ye shall administer; whatever absolutions or excommunications ye 
shall pronounce, so far as they are agreeable to the gospel, shall be 
sanctioned, and confirmed, and considered as done by me.” As 
there was a vacancy among the apostles occasioned by the defection of 
Judas, a new one was selected to supply the place ; and he was desig- 
nated in an extraordinary manner, and ordained to his office immediate - 
ly by Christ himself. Such also was the case with St. Paul. He was 
‘¢ an apostle,”’ he says, ‘* not of men, nor by man.”? He was not ordain- 
ed to his office by the agency or hands of men, but immediately by his 
divine Lord, who appeared to him and said, “ delivering thee from 
the people and the Gentiles, to whom now I send thee ;” or, as it is 


expressed in the Greek, ‘to whom now I make thee an apostle.’” He 
was then made an apostle by Christ himself, without any: human 
agency, or laying on of the hands of men. But the gospel ministry 
being thus once constituted, and having received the promise of Christ 
that he would be with it to the end of the world, he did not again in- 
terpose in a miraculous manner to perpetuate a succession of ministers, 
hut left it to be done in an appointed way, by the laying on of the 














1824.] Sermon.—No, XXXIV. On 2 Cor. v. 20, 177 


apostles’ hands. The apostles understood the matter in this way, and 
conducted accordingly. When the deacons were to be constituted, 
they laid their hands on them. Wherever they planted churches, they 
ordained ministers to take charge of them; and in countries where 
they could not continue themselves to superintend the churches. they 
ordained certain persons, as Timothy, Titus, &c to their own office, 
that they might ordain other ministers where it should be necessary. 
In this way of regular succession from one to another, by the ceremo- 
ny of ordination, the ministerial commission bas been banded down 
from age to age. And whoever has now received it by regular suc- 
cession from the apostles, is an ambassador of Christ, as to all out- 
ward performances, as much as the apostles themselves. We will 
not deny but Christ may yet send ministers in an extraordinary way 
without this external commission. But whenever he does, we may 
expect he will give them some extraordinary evidence of their high 
vocation—the gift of tongues, or some other miraculous powers, as he 
did to the first apostles. And unless they can show some such evi- 
dence, their pretensions are not to be regarded. Unless they possess 
miraculous powers, or have received a regular outward ordination, 
they should not be received as ambassadors of Christ. Whatever 
gifts or talents they may have ; whatever eloquence of speech or en- 
gagedness oi manner; yet, unless they have his commission, they 
cannot act by his authority ; cannot administer valid ordinances in 
his name. Sooner, my hearers, would I Jose my right hand than pre- 
sume to administer the ordinances of religion, unless | was persuaded 
that my commission was derived by succession from the apostles. And 
sooner would I pass my whole life without receiving those ordi- 
nances, than receive them from any one, who did not appear to pos- 
sess suci a valid commission. However great his talents as a 
preacher, or bis pretensions to holiness, be would have no right to 
perform any ministerial function, unless be had been regularly ad- 
mitted into the ministerial office. Ii a king sends an ambassador to 
a foreign court, and commissions him to act in his name, bis acts will 
be valid. But it another man, though even better qualified, should 
go on the same mission, without any appuintment or authority, there 
would be no validity in his acts, and he ought not to be received in 
an official character. So also in the Christian church, none are am- 
bassadors of Christ, but those who have been set apart to the office 
by an outward and visible ordination. Gifts and graces are indeed 
necessary to make a man useful in the ministry; but they make 
no part of his ministerial commission, any more than a good know- 
ledge of law constitutes a man judge of a court, or a knowledge of 
politicks makes him an officer of state. The qualifications for an of- 
fice and the commission to the office are entirely different things ; 
and aman may possess either of them without the other. He may be 
peculiarly qualified for the sacred ministry, and yet be no minister, 
for want of a reguiar ordination. Or he may be a regularly ordained 
minister without possessing proper qualifications for the office. It 
is an inward qualiiy that fils a man for an office; but there must be 
33 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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an outward performance, an outward ceremony, to confer the office upon 
him. And this is wisely appointed. It is the only way in which people 
can determine whether a man is a regular minister or not. They cannot 
judge his heart ; they can only inquire whether he has been regularly 
set apart to his office ; if he has, his ordinances are valid, whether he 
is inwardly qualified or not. Both in the kingdoms of this world, and 
in the kingdom of Christ, an outward commission is the only criterion 
of a true minister, a regular ambassador, or officer of any kind. A 
man ought indeed to be qualified for an office before he is admitted 
into it: but if it so happens, that he gets into an office without the 
proper qualifications, still, if he administers an ordinance, whether 
baptism or the Lord’s supper, that ordinance is valid, and may answer 
every purpose pertaining to it. But however well he may be quali- 
fied, if he assumes the office without a commission, derived by succes- 
sion from the apostles, his ordinances are irregular, and his ministra- 
—_ should be discountenanced by every friend to the religion of 
esus. 

2. But besides a commission, an ambassador must have instruc- 
tions. Ifa king sends forth to his rebellious subjects to return to 
their allegiance, and to his favour, he prescribes the terms, and 
instructs his messengers accordingly. So in the church of Christ. 
The Lord Jesus, when he first sent forth his ministers, commanded 
them to preach, saying, ‘‘ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” They were to preach the gospel to every creature, with 
the solemn declaration, ‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.’ The divine word, the scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
taments, comprise the instructions given to the ambassadors of Christ. 
The divine law is revealed ; the original covenant is laid down; the 
threatenings and promises are declared, to persuade people to obe- 
dience. ‘The general sinfulness of mankind is declared; and it is 
proved by a history of the world. And thus is’ shown the ne- 
eessity of a plan of grace to reform men, and reconcile them to God. 
The universal depravity and sinfulness of men, and their utter ina- 
bility to obey God’s law and justify themselves, are truths, which the 
gospel presupposes, and which should be the foundation of all its 
calls and exhortations. Tbe ambassadors of Christ, therefore, should 
show people how wickedly they have rebelled, what condemna- 
tion they have incurred, and what penalty they must suffer, if 
they persevere in their disobedience. The scriptures also contain a 
history of the origin and progress of that dispensation of grace, which 
was devised for the pardon and restoration of fallen man. The plan 
was revealed immediately atter the fall; and though but obscurely 
intimated, yet it was made sufficiently plain to show men the terms 
of justification. It was opened and explained gradually, from one 
generation to another; the sacrifices the types and ceremonies of 
the law, and the lives of many eminent men, were shadows of that 
glorious system, which in the fulness of time was clearly promulgated 
for the pardon and salvation of sinners. The object of the Saviour’s 
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mission was to make reconciliation for iniquity ; and of course that 
subject is one essential part of the instructions given to the ambassa- 
dors. And they are particularly instructed as to the terms of recon- 
ciliation. The terms are such as we might expect would be propos- 
ed to rebellious subjects. As they had become guilty and defiled, 
the guilt must be pardoned, and the defilement must be done away, 
before the forfeited blessings can be regained. A way is provided 
for both these purposes. The atonement is made for the pardon of 
sin; and the Holy Spirit is given to purify the soul and fit it for the 
enjoyment of God. As men have no power to renew their own 
hearts, or purchase the forgiveness of their sins, their gracious King 
proposes to do these things for them. As they have no righteousness 
of their own, he has provided them a righteousness through the merits 
of his Son; as they have no holiness of their own, he proposes to 
make them holy by the power of his divine Spirit. And these things 
he will do for them, if they comply with his terms, listen to his calls, 
repent of their sins and embrace his gospel. Two of the first princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ are repentance from dead works and 
faith towards God. The ambassadors therefore were instructed to 
call people to ‘‘ repent and believe the gospel.’’ And accordingly 
‘‘ they went out and preached that men should repent.” Repentance 
towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ were among the 
things which they most urgently inculcated, and consequently must 
have made a very essential part of their instructions. They were 
also instructed in various other things of a subordinate nature. The 
form and constitution of the Christian church, the number and nature 
of its ordinances, the mode of administration, the orders of its minis- 
ters, their qualifications, and the manner of perpetuating their succes- 
sion, were all subjects of importance, and therefore were all explained 
to the apostles, and put on record for the use and instruction of those 
who should afterwards be made ambassadors of Christ. And as a 
sanction to all the precepts and requirements of the gospel, are sub- 
joined its gracious promises and dreadful threatenings ; the ambassa- 
dors are authorized to denounce eternal punishment to the obstinate 
and impenitent, and to promise eternal life to all who embrace the 
terms of offered mercy. And these declarations shall be verified and 
carried into effect at that tremendous day, when God shall judge the 
secrets of men’s hearts by Jesus Christ, according to his gospel. 

Such is the commission, and such are the instructions, given to the 
ambassadors of Christ. And they must attend to them with diligence ; 
with industry and faithfulness they must fulfil the ministry which they 
have received of the Lord Jesus. 

But, my hearers, you “ have this treasure in earthen vessels,’ 
This gospel of peace, this message of grace and salvation, is commit- 
ted to frail creatures, and is by them to be dispensed and propagated 
through the world. How small is their strength, and howefeeble their 
powers, in proportion to the weighty task they have upon their hands ! 
‘* Who is sufficient for these things ?”? We are not sufficient of our- 
selves ; our sufficiency can be only of God. He has promised to be 
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with his ministerial commission to the end of the world; and though 
his church is composed of men, and is to be perpetuated by men’s 
hands; yet be has solemnly promised that the gates of hell shail not 
prevail against it. But though we may depend on his veracity to 
fuifil these gracious promises ; yet it should strike us with solemn awe, 
that such an important change is committed to frail and sinful men. 
All of us partake of the general depravity ; none are free from sin ; 
and if any are selected out of the great body of mankind to sustain 
any sacred office, they will be imperfect and sinful like others. Such 
was the case even with those selected by our Lord. They declared 
themselves that they were but men, subject to like passions with 
other men, and that their business was to exhort people to turn from 
that sinfulness which had infected the whole human race. Imperfec- 
tion is our common lot, It attends the ambassadors of Christ. ‘* The 
treasure of the gospel, the greatest of all treasures, is sent to us in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us.” [t is not the design of our Lord, when he calls and 
sends his ministers, to make them perfect; for then people might be 
disposed to honour them instead of their Master. He leaves them 
still encumbered with buman frailties, in order that the whole honour 
of converting and saving sinners might redound to him alone. It was 
not intended that the doctrine they preach should make them perlect ; 
though it is infinitely important, and they believe it firmly, and teach 
it faithfully, yet still they are but men, subject to like passions with 
other men; and, therefore, as the reputation of the gospel depends in 
some measure upon their reputation, their frailties and infirmities 
should be covered with the mantle of charity. Those inadvertent 
unintentional faults, with which all are encumbered, should not be ag- 
gravated or treated with more severity, because they happen to be 
committed by the ministers of Christ. They deserve the same mea- 
sure of justice and charity with other men; the same allowance for hu- 
man infirmity; and if their general conduct shows, that they sincerely 
endeavour to obey the doctrines they teach, it is unjust to them and in- 
jurious to religion to vility their persons or aggravate their faults. If 
they are guilty of deliberate sin, or indulge any sinful habit, then let them 
be arraigned betore the proper tribunal. Let their conduct be strictly 
scrutinized. Let them be degraded from their office; and let them 
be considered tenfold more criminal than if they had never assumed 
the sacred character. If they disgrace religion by vice, they are of 
all men the most inexcusable. ‘Their deliberate sins, if they are 
guilty of any, deserve the severest execration. But, for the honour of 
the holy faith, let their inadvertent faults be passed over in silence 
and buried in oblivion. And whatever may be their conduct or cha- 
racter among men, though they should disgrace their profession by 
the most notorious vices; yet religion is not chargeable with the 
fault, religion is not to blame for the misconduct of its professors ; let 
the gospel stand justified and irreproachable, even though its ministers 
and all its votaries should become abandoned to vice and ungodliness, 
It does what it can to make them better; it sets their duty plainly 
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before them, and enforces it by the most awful considerations ; if, 
then, it fails, in any instance, of producing its full effect, the fault is 
to be imputed entirely to that depravity and corruption of heart, 
which cannot be brought to bow to its solemn mandates. At the 
same time we know, my hearers, that religion actually suffers by the 
unworthy conduct of its professed followers. And this consideration 
should have a powerful effect upon the minds of all its friends. They 
are in some measure accountable for the honour and welfare of the 
gospel. Accountable, not only for themselves, but for all those whose 
sentiments or conduct may be influenced by their example. And 
especially should the ministers of the gospel be moved by this af- 
fecting consideration. They are responsible for the precious treasure 
committed to their hands ; responsible for the souls placed under their 
care. If, then. they disgrace the gospel by sinful conduct; if they 
diminish its efficacy by any deliberate sin; if they tarnish its glory 
or obscure its lustre by the stains of guilt, will not God regard it ? 
will he not severely punish it in that awful day, when he comes to 
vindicate the honour of his laws, and render to every man according 
to his deeds? May he mercifully grant, that these solemn views 
may have their due effect upon me and my brethren in the sacred 
ministry, that we may be faithful in our holy calling, and endeavour 
to ** adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.’ 

Another inference arising from our subject is, that as we are am- 
bassadors of Christ, it is people’ s duty to hear us, and to receive the 
gospel at our hands. We do not ask to be heard for our own sake ; 
we are ullerly unworthy of any such regard. We ask and we de- 
mand, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that people should listen 
to the words of eternal life, which he has directed us to proclaim to the 
world. The gospel is not ours, but his. It is the sacred dispensa- 
tion which be came to promulgate on earth, which he sealed with his 
blood, and commanded his ambassadors to go and preach to every crea- 
ture. This is a subject which deserves your earnest and particular at- 
tention. You should not stop to inquire, whether the minister is worthy 
of his charge ; that is a question of inferiour consequence. The main 
inquiry should be, whether the doctrine is worthy of acceptance, as 
containing the terms of eternal life. If we are satisfied that it is, it 
must be received with humility, treasured up in the mind, operate in 
the heart, and produce holiness in the conduct. When our Lord first 
sent forth his ambassadors, he said, “ He that receiveth you receiveth 
me.’ ‘* But whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, 
it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the 
day of judgment than for them.” His word being thus commissioned 
and sanctioned by bis divine authority, he was determined to execute 
vengeance upon all who should despise it. It was his word, even the 
word of God. And, therefore, though it was received by men, and 
was written and handed down and is now preached by men, yet it is 
the same divine word, containing the same doctrine, and equally en- 
titled to belief and acceptance. It was criminal to reject it when 
our Lord was upon earth; and it is criminal to reject it now. 
Whatever you may think, my hearers, of the ambassadors of Christ, 
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if they preach his doctrine, it is your indispensable duty to receive 
it. Though they may make but a poor figure in their office, the sub- 
ject is equally important, and you are equally bound to listen and 
obey. ‘* God hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation ; 
and, therefore, as though God did beseech you by us, we pray you, in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

There are two considerations, suggested in this chapter, which we 
should use in order to bring about this reconciliation. One is, ** the 
terrours of the Lord ;” the other is, ‘‘ the love of Christ.’ The 
curses and the blessings, the promises and threatenings, of the gos- 
pel, are to be held up as_ motives, to awaken people from their 
sinful condition, and lead them to holiness and happiness. 

The apostle, in this chapter, when so earnestly intreating people to 
be reconciled to God, makes use of all the terrours of the future world, 
He says, ‘‘ We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 
A day of solemn retribution is approaching, when every man must 
give account of himself unto God. The time of probation is passing 
away ; andall must soon appear before the dread tribunal, to be strict- 
ly scrutinized, and receive their eternal destiny. If men would fully 
realize these scripture ideas, they would surely be persuaded ; they 
would be reconciled to God, and flee from the wrath to come. If 
they would realize the solemnities of that tremendous moment, * when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven;” if they would 
eonsider that * they shall be punished with everlasting destruction ;’’ 
if they would bring these ideas home to their feelings, they would 
be induced to humble themselves, and be prepared for the great oc- 
casion. Theirhearts would be moved,,and they would be led to seek 
those holy and heavenly qualities, which would give them humble 
confidence in the presence of the Son of God. If they could be per- 
suaded to view this matter as it really is, ‘* what manner of persons 
would they be in all holy conversation and godliness.”” How earnestly 
would they turn and repent of their sins, and come and be reconciled 
to God! We should then use all our exertions to move them. We 
should set before them all the terrours of the divine law, and all the 
threatenings of holy scripture ; should show them the enormity of their 
sins, and the dreadful judgments that await the impenitent in a future 
world. 

This surely is one of our greatest duties. Those who have taken 
upon them the ministry of the word, should use all diligence to fulfil 
it. But then what signifies our diligence, unless people listen to our 
words? Of what service is it to reprove, exhort, and beseech them, 
unless they comply with our entreaties and become reconciled to 
God? Of what final benefit will it be, that the great King sends out 
his messengers, with his word of reconciliation, to his rebellious sub- 


jects, unless they embrace the offers of mercy and become reconciled 


toGod ? They will be inexcusable, if they neglect; not only ac- 
countable for their other sins, but for this aggravated crime of neglect- 
ing offered mercy. ‘* The terrours of the Lord, then, should persuade” 
them to be reconciled to God, that they may be delivered from guilt 
and condemnation, and enjoy his presence and his salvation. 
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And not only the terrours of the Lord should move us, my friends, 
but the love of Christ should constrain us to become reconciled to 
God. ‘ In this was manifested the love of God, that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly.’”” While we were rebels, un- 
der sentence of condemnation, without the means or the power of re- 
lief, ** he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in bim 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ ‘* He sent not his Son 
to condemn the world,” for it was condemned already ; ** but that the 
world through him might be saved.” For this gracious purpose he 
appeared in our world, veiled in a human body, and became liable to 
the griefs, and sorrows, and afflictions of our mortal nature. He 
spent his time in acts of beneficence, explained the nature of his reli- 
gion, and taught men what they must do to be saved. His days were 
devoted to the good of mankind, in promoting their temporal and 
eternal welfare. But still he was persecuted with relentless fury ; 
was reviled, seized, scourged, and crucified ; his soul was made an 
offering for sin, even for the sins of his bitter enemies. His agony 
in the garden, and his sufferings upon Calvary were all endured for 
our sakes, that we *“ might obtain salvation.” He sent down bis 
Spirit to pursue the work of grace, to convince men of sin, to lead 
them to the Saviour, and help them forward in the way to happiness. 
Such an infinite price bas been paid, and such divine aid has been 
given, to effect our deliverance ; and, after all, shall it be said that 
we are ungrateful, that we neglect the mercy so freely offered? An- 
gels have celebrated our redemption with songs of praise; and shall 
not we improve the blessing? Shall we diminish the ardour of their 
joy by retusing the overtures of the gospel and following the ways of 
destruction? Suffer it not to be said, my hearers, among the blessed 
in heaven, that any of those perish for whom Christ died. Let it not 
be said, that those for whom he shed his blood, have rejected his 
favour and received his grace in vain. Holy angels and the spirits 
of just men made perfect may be considered as lookmg down with 
anxious solicitude for our spiritual goud ; anxious that we should be 
reconciled to God, and obtain the blessings which they enjoy. 

O, then, let us attend earnestly to these things, that when the am- 
bassadors return to the court of heaven, they may not blush for the 
untruitiulness of their labours, and lament for the unhappy souls that 
refused to return and receive mercy. In God's name, ye immortal 
souls, I call you; in Christ’s stead | pray you; for heaven’s sake, I 
beseech you; for my sake, and for your own sake, | entreat you, 
be reconciled to God, embrace his gospel and become new creatures ; 
live in the ways of holiness in this world ; so shall you be pertectly 
conformed to his likeness and enjoy his eternal favour beyond the 
grave. 


° TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Our Church bas sometimes been charged with using “ vain repeti- 
tions” in her publick service. That this charge is unjust and ground- 
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less, will, I think, appear from the following sensible observations of 
Dr. Paley, taken from his sermon on Taste ror Devotion. Ai. 


** Moreover, the spirit of devotion reconciles us to repetitions. In 
other subjects, repetition soon becomes tiresome and offensive. In 
devotion it is different. Deep, earnest, heartfelt devotion naturally 
vents itself in repetition. Observe a person racked by excruciating 
bodily pain; or a person suddenly struck with the news of some 
dreadful calamity ; or a person labouring under some cutting anguish 
of soul ; and you will always find him breaking’out into ejaculations, 
imploring from God support, mercy, and relief, over and over again, 
uttering the same prayer in the same words, Nothing, he finds, suits 
so well the extremity of his sufferings, the emergency of bis wants, as 
a continued recurrence to the same cries, and the same call for di- 
vine aid. Our Lord himself, in his last agony, affords a high exam- 
ple of what we are saying ; thrice be besought his heavenly Father ; 
and thrice he used the same words. Repetition, therefore, is not only 
tolerable in devotion ; but it is natural: it is even dictated by a sense 
of suffering, and an acuteness of feeling. It is coldness of affection 
which requires to be enticed and gratified by continual novelty of 
idea, or expression, or action. The repetitions and prolixity of pha- 
risaical prayers, which our Lord censures, are to be understood of 
those prayers which run out into mere formality and into great length ; 
no sentiment or affection of the heart accompanying them ; but utter- 


ed as a task, from an opinion, (of which our Lord justly notices the 


absurdity,) that they should really be heard for their much speaking. 
Actuated by the spirit of devotion we can never offend in this way ; 
we can never be the object of this censure.” 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


1 HAVE noticed, in your numbers for April and May, some observa- 
tions on the revision of the Psalms and Hymns in metre. [am much 
pleased with your correspondent’s remarks, and hope that they will 
attract the attention of the committee appointed by the general con- 
vention for the consideration of this subject. 

It is a subject, in which, I presume, all Churchmen feel interested, 
for in a certain degree the literary taste of every class of Christians is 
determined by the sacred poetry used in their religious services. 

There is a certain, simple, unostenatious strain of poetry, perfectly 
agreeable to the most cultivated taste ; and yet intelligible to the most 
ordinary understanding. That intended for publick worship ought to 
correspond in its sentiments with the solemnity and decorum peculiar 
to the temple, in which Christians celebrate the praises of their God. 
[t should be appropriate to the wants and feelings of a Christian con- 
gregation, and adapted, in its phraseology and general expression, to 
the other parts of the service, that the liturgy and psalmody united 
mey forma perfect whole, and, without any discordance of sentiment 
or dress, produce one effect. 
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The Christian, in the worship of God, ought to express the feelings 
of gratitude, which he is led to cherish from contemplating’the works 
of nature, the wonders of redemption, and the superintending hand of 
Providence, which he often recognises in his preservation, and in the 
supply of his returning wants. When he has compared his conduct 
with the requisitions of God’s holy law, he considers it his duty to 
express the feelings of penitence, which melt his heart, and, conscious 
of his deficiencies and need of divine assistance, he would supplicate 
God for the supply of his wants, and for the spirit of grace to aid him 
in the attainment of the disposition and temper of heart, which are es- 
sential to the Christian character. 

The poetry, which expresses these affections of the Christian and 
all other feelings consonant with the spirit of the gospel, is of the 
character, from which only our selections should be made in com- 
piling a manual of sacred poetry for our temple service. 

It is therefore not a new version, which we want; but it is a judi- 
cious selection from that, which we already have, and a convenient 
arrangement of the work, with perhaps a few verbal alterations and 
minor improvements, which the present state of the Church seems to 
require. 

Were the selection to contain but one third of what our present 
psalms and hymns embrace, it would be sufficient for our ordinary 
and occasional wants. It might be divided into portions of three or 
four stanzas each, these portions entitled selections, and numbered in 
the manner of the selections of psalms prefixed to the Psalter. Each 
stanza should be separated in the printing by a blank space, so that 
they may be distinguished without any effort. The manner in 
which the psalms are printed in the most common editions of the 
Prayer Book, is very inconvenient, the verses are numbered accord- 
ing to the prose translation, and no space is left between the stanzas ; 
consequently many of the congregation are at a loss to find the verses 
given out, and after having found them, it requires the closest atten- 
tion to keep the place. But the difficulty is much increased with 
that part of the congregation, who are engaged in the performance of 
the musical part of our service, for their attention is divided between 
the tune and the words to be sung, and they have no time for count- 
ing or scanning the lines to find the beginning of a stanza, or ascer- 
tain the metre. 

A small volume of psalms and hymns, judiciously selected and ar- 
ranged, would be a great acquisition in the Episcopal Church, it 
would give an interest to a part of our service, which we cannot well 
dispense with, and which, I am sure. is considered by many, as far 
inferiour to the general character of our liturgy. 





—_—-——_ 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


[x our number for January, we mentioned that the Rev. Thomas 
Hartwell Horne, so well known for his valuable Introduction to the 
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Study and Knowledge of the Scriptures, was engaged in editing the 
works of Kishop Beveridge. He has at length completed this labo- 
rious task, and has enriched the collection by a well-written memoir 
of the author. This has just reached us, and we hasten to lay before 
our readers an extract from it, containing an account of the religious 
societies formed in London towards the close of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. It is a curious fact, which deserves the attention of American 
Episcopalians, that the Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, to which our Church is indebted, under Providence, almost for 
its existence, derived its origin from the establishment of these socie- 
ties for the increase of piety at home. 

Some time between the years 1685 and 1688, Dr. Beveridge, being 
then prebendary of Canterbury, ‘* became the associate of the learned 
and pious Dr. Horneck, in directing the religious societies which be- 
gan to be formed in London, in the reign of James IIL., and greatly 
contributed to the revival of religious feeling in the metropolis, whence 
it extended into different parts of the country. The precise year 
when these societies were first formed cannot now be ascertained. It 
is, however, remarkable, that the exertions of a minister, so zealous 
as Dr. Beveridge was for the doctrine and discipline of the Church, 
were at that period a subject of jealousy, not merely to the popish or 
interested adherents of the court, but also to some of better principles, 
who feared that the encouragement of such a spirit might lead to a 
renewal of past dissensiuns. 

‘In the reign of King James II., Bishop Burnet informs us, the 
fear of popery was so strong as well as just, that many persons in 
London and its vicinity, began to meet often together, both for devo- 
tion and for their further instruction. Similar meetings had formerly 
been held, but only among the puritans and dissenters ; whereas the 
members of these societies were in full communion with the Church of 
England, and applied to their ministers to be assisted with forms of 
prayer and other directions. ‘ Some,’ he continues, ‘ disliked this, 
and were afraid it might be the original of new factions and parties ; 
but wiser men, and better, thought that it was not fit nor decent to 
check a spirit of devotidn at sucha time. It might have given scan- 
dal, and it seemed a discouraging of piety ; and might be a means to 
drive well-meaning persons over to the dissenters.’ 

** It is not to be supposed that two divines of such acknowledged piety, 
and reverence for the discipline of the Church as Drs. Horneck and 
Beveridge confessedly were, would engage in such an undertaking 
without a full conviction of its propriety and legality. Bishop Kidder, 
the biographer of Horneck, states, that he himself laid the rules, which 
the latter had given for the direction of these societies, before a dis- 
tinguished prelate then living, who was clearly of opinion that the 
young men were not to be discouraged, and that he was well con- 
tented to leave them to the care and management of a minister of the. 
Church of England. The prelate alluded to, was either Archbishop 
Tillotson, or Dr. Henry Compton, the patron of Beveridge, who filled 
the see of London from 1675 to 1713. Dr. Woodward, to whom we 
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are indebted for the best account of the religious societies in London, 
states, that their design, constitution, and rules, had been approved 
by various eminent divines, and among them, by ‘Tillotson; who, af- 
ter examining their orders, and the trifling objections made against 
them, publickly, and on several occasions, declared it to be his 
opinion, that these societies were a support of the Church of England. 
With regard to Bishop Compton, it appears, that, as they advanced 
in numbers and reputation, some mistaken or ill-affected persons rep- 
resented them to the bishop as leading to schism, spiritual pride, and 
many other ill consequences. These charges produced an apology 
for the societies, in which they assured his lordship that their only 
design was to excite each other’s affections towards heavenly things, 
to quicken their preparations for another world, aud, in order to this 
end, to assist each other to live in all respects ‘as it becometh the 
gospel.’ They further stated, that they desired to prosecute this 
Christian design in none but Christian methods, with due respect to 
their superiours in church and state, and without any cause of offence 
to any one. The result was, that this vindication of the societies ap- 
peared so reasonable to Bishop Compton, their assemblies so regular 
and subordinate to the publick worship, and their design so truly 
Christian and inoffensive, (all which was attested by several eminent 
divines in their behalf,) that bis lordship declared himself satisfied 
with it.* 

As Dr. Woodward’s ** Account of the Rise and Progress of the Re- 
ligious Societies in the City of London,” &c. is not now of common 
occurrence, the following transcript of their rules and orders will, per- 
haps, be not unacceptable to the reader :t 

‘I, That the sole design of this society being to promote real holi- 
ness of heart and life, (1 Pet. i. 15,) it is absolutely necessary that 
the persons who enter into it do seriously resolve (Josh. xxiv. 15) to 
apply themselves in good earnest to all means proper to ‘ make them 
wise unto salvation,’ (2 Tim. iii. 15.) 

‘11. That in order to their being ‘of one heart and one mind,’ 
(Rom. xv. 5, 6. Phil. ii. 2.) in this design, every member of this so- 
ciety shall own and manifest himself to be of the Church of England, 
(1 Pet. ii. 13,) and frequent the liturgy, and other publick holy ex- 
ercises of the same; and that they be careful withal to express due 
Christian charity, candour, and moderation, (Eph.iv. 2. Rom. xii. 18,) 
towards all such dissenters as are of good conversation. 

“Ill. That the members of this society shall meet together one 
evening in the week, (1! Thess. v. 14. Rom. xiv. 19.) at a convenient 
place, in order to encourage each other in practical holiness, by dis- 


* Dr. Woodward adds, that Bishop Compton expressed “ his approbation in 
these words, which are highly worthy of the mouth of a Christian bishop, saying, 
* God forbid that I should be against such excellent designs.’*”’ dec. of Rel. 
Soc. p. 54. 

+t These rules Mr. Horne gives ina note. We have taken the liberty of in- 
serting them in the narrative. 
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coursing on Spiritual subjects, and reading God’s holy word, and to 
pray to Almighty God. and praise bis name together, (Psal. xxxiv. 3.) 
And to this assembiy any serious person may be admitted upon re- 
quest. 

‘IV. That at such meetings there be no hot disputes about con- 
troversial points, state affairs, or the concerns of trade and worldly 
things, (Rom. xiv. 6;) but that the whole bent of the discourse be to 
‘ glority God, and edify one another in love,’ (Ephes_ iy. 16.) 

‘*V. That it be left to every person’s discretion to contribute, at 
every weekly meeting, what he thinks fit, towards a publick stock, 
for pious and charitable uses, (1 Cor. xiv. 2;) and the money thus 
collected shall be kept by the two stewards of the society, (who shall 
be chosen by majority of voices once a year or oftener,) to be dis- 
posed of by the consent of the major part of the society, tor the uses 
abovementioned. And the said stewards shall keep a faithfui regis- 
ter of what is thus-cellected and distributed, to be perused by any 
member of the society at his request. 

‘* VI. That any respective member may recommend any object of 
charity to the stewards ; who shall (with the consent of the rest) give 
out of the common stock, according as the occasion requires. And in 
a case of extraordinary necessity every particuiar person shall be de- 
sired to contribute further, as they shall think fit. 

* VIL. That every one that absents himself four meetings together, 
without giving a satisfactory account to the stewards, shall be looked 
upon as disaflected to the society. 

** VIII. ‘That none shalj be admitted into this society without giv- 
ing due notice thereof to the stewards, who shall acquaint the whole 
society therewith; and after due inquiry into their religious pur- 
poses, and manner of life, the stewards may admit them to subscribe 
their names, if the major part of the society allows of it, and not 
otherwise ; and with the like joint consent they may exclude any 
member proved guilty of any misbehaviour after due admonition, un- 
less he gives sullicient testimony of his repentance and amendmen! 
before the whole society. 

‘** IX. It ishereby recommended to every person concerned in this 
society, to consider the many inconveniences, (and many times sins, ) 
which attend alehouse games, (Gal. v. 13,) and wholly decline them ; 
and to shun all unnecessary resort to such houses and taverns, (1 Thess. 
v. 22,) and wholly to avoid lewd playhouses. 


‘** X. That the members of this society shall heartily endeavour, 


through God’s grace, 

** 1. To be just in all their dealings, (1 Thess. iv. 6,) even to an 
exemplary strictness. 

“2. To pray many times every day, (1 Thess. v. 17;) remember- 
ing our continual dependence upon God, both for spiritual and tem- 
poral things. 

‘**3. To partake of the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. xi. 26. Luke xxii. 
19,) at least once a month, if not prevented by a reasonable im- 
pediment. 
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‘** 4, To practise the profoundest meekness and humility, (Matt. 
xi. 15.) 

“5. To watch against censuring others, (Matt. vii. 1.) 

‘© 6 To accustom themselves to holy thoughts in all places, (Psal. 
CXXXix, 23.) 

** 7. To be helpful one to another, (1 Cor. xii. 25.) 

* 8 To exercise tenderness, patience, and compassion towards all 
men, (Tit iii. 2.) 

* 9. ‘To make reflections on themselves when they read the holy 
bible, (1 Cor. x. 14.) or other good books, and when they hear ser- 
mous. 

‘©10 To shun all foreseen occasions of evil, (1 Thess. v. 22;) as 
evil company, known temptations, &c. 

* 11. Lo think often on the different estates of the glorified and 
the damned in the unchangeable eternity to which we are hastening, 
(Luke xvi. 25.) 

** 12. ‘To examine themselves (2 Cor. xiii. 5) every night, what 
good or evil they have done in the day past. 

‘13. To keep a private fast (Matt. vi. 16) once a month, (espe- 
cially near their approach to the Lord’s table, (Luke v. 35,) if at 
their own disposal; or to fast from some meals when they may con- 
veniently. 

‘- 14. To mortify the flesh, with its affections and lusis, (Gal. v. 


” 
19—24.) : 
* 15. To advance in heavenly-mindedness, and in all grace, (1 Pet. 
ili, 8.) 


** 16. To shun spiritual pride, and the effects of it, as railing, an- 
ger, peevishness, and impatience of contradiction, and the like. 

* 17. To pray for the whole society in their private prayers, 
(James v. 16.) 

‘ 18. To read pious books often for their edification, but especial- 
ly en holy bible, (John v. 59;) and herein particularly, Matt. v. vi. 
vii. Luke xv xvi. Rom. xii. xiii. Eph. v. vi. 1 Thess. v. Rev. i. ii. 
iii. xxi. xxii And in the Old Testament, Lev. xxvi. Deut. xxviii. 
Isaiah liii. Ezek. xxxvi. 

* 19. To be continually mindful of the great obligation of this 
special profession of religion; and to walk so circumspect!y, that 
none may be offended or discouraged from it by what they see in 
them ; nor occasion given to any to speak reproachfully of it. 

“ 90, To shun all manner of affectation and morouseness ; and be 
of a civil and obliging deportment to all men. 

** XI. That they olten consider, with an awful dread of God's 
wrath, (Mal. iil. 16,) the sad height to which the sins of many are ad- 
vanced in this our nation; and the bleeding divisions thereof in church 
(Judg. v. 15) and state ; and that every member be ready to do what, 
upon “consulting with each other, shall be thought advisable towards 
the punishment of publick profaneness, (Deut. xiii. 8. Levit. xxiv. 11,) 
according lo the good Jaws of our land, required to be put im exec ue 
tion by the king’s and the late queen’s special order. 
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“XII. That each member shall encourage the catechising (Deut. 
vi. 7. Josh. xxiv. 15) of young and ignorant people in their respective 
families, according to their stations and abilities ; and shall observe 
all manner of religious family duties. 

** XIII. That the major part of the society shall have power to 
make a new order to bind the whole when need -requires, if it be 
approved by a pious and Jearned minister of the Church of England, 
nominated by the whole society. 

‘* XIV. That these orders shall be read over at least four times in 
the year by one of the stewards ; and that with such deliberation, that 
each member may have time to examine himself by them, or to speak 
his mind in any thing relating to them. 

“XV. Lastly, That every member of this society shall, after ma- 
ture deliberation and due trial, subscribe his name to these orders, to 
express his approbation of them, and his resolution to endeavour to 
live up to them. fm order to which, he shal! constantly keep a 
copy of them by him.” 

‘These rules appear to have been well calculated to promote edifi- 
cation and personal piety in the several members, which was the first 
and principal object of these religious societies. ‘* They did not, 
however, confine themselves to this single design, but endeavoured to 
promote piety in others in various ways. For this purpose they pro- 
cured sermons to be preached every Sunday evening. in many ot the 
largest churches in the city, either by way of preparation for the 
Lord’s supper, or to engage communicants to a suitable holiness of 
life after partaking of that sacrament, which was also administered in 
many churches every Sunday. They further extended their charity 
to deserving objects in all parts of London and its suburbs ; and by the 
pecuniary collections which they procured to be made, many clergy- 
men were maintained to read prayers in so many places, and at so 
many different hours, that devout persons might have that comfort at 
every hour of the day. Among other benefits which resulted from 
these religious associations was the institution of societies for reforma- 
tion of manners, and THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TWO VENERABLE 
SOCIETIES FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS, /ND 
FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AT HOME AS WEIL AS ABROAD ; 
both of which subsist to this day with increasing activity and useful- 
ness.” It may be added, that the religious societies which form the 
subject of this article, and whose rules are above given, continued to 
ineet for many years, and were not extinguished at the conclusion of 
the reign of George If. [For further particulars, let the reader con- 
sult Dr. Woodward’s account already mentioned, p. 120, &c. Ed. 
1698. Bp. Kidder’s Life of Dr. Horneck, Bp. Burnet’s History of his 
own times, and Brewster’s Secular Essay. } 


ADVERSARIA. 





Inerpenity. A servant, who had made the improvement that might 
be expected from hearing the irreligious and blasphemous conversa- 
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tion continually passing at the table where it was his place to wait,* 
took an opportunity to rob his master. Being appiehended, and urged 
to give a reason for this infamous behaviour, ** Sir,” said he, ** I had 
heard you so often talk of the impossibility of a future state, and that 
after death there was no reward for virtue nor punishment for vice, 
that I was tempted to commit the robbery.” ‘* Well but,” replied 
the masier, * bad you no fear of that death which the laws of your 
country inflict upon the crime?’ ‘* Sir,’? rejoined the servant, look- 
ing sternly at his master, ‘* what is that to you, if 1 bad a mind to 
venture that? You had removed my greatest terrour; why should [| 
fear the less ?” Bishop Horne’s Works. vi. pp. 51, 52. Lond, 1809. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK Il. 
Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 


(CONTINUED FROM VOL, ILI. PAGE 387.) 


Tue all-infernal spoke. Meantime went forth, 
From out th’ Eternal, pangs against him. Still 
Was the God-man within that wilderness ; 

And, as the arch-fiend ended, with the noise, 
Dropt at his feet a wither’d leat. Upon 

The leaf there hung a dying worm. With ev’n 
The same look gave the Saviour of mankind 
Life to the worm, and borrours sent below. 
Hell sunk amazed at the mighty tread 

Of that dread sentence ; and the king grew dark, 
As pitchiest night, at its approach. So veng’d 
Himse:f the Eternal; and the powers of hell 
Look’d on their lord and fearful wondered. 
Beneath the throne, like hermit mourning, sat 
Abdiel Abbadona, thinking on 

Annihilation, and the day to come 

Of awful retribution. Fitting near, 

And veil’d in gloomy sadness, did he view 
Pangs heap’d on pangs eternal. Now, again, 
He trac’d those times of former innocence, 
When. pure, he was that great Abdiel’s friend, 
Who, on the day rebellious, had achiev’d 

A brightest deed before the eyes of God ; 

For he alone return’d unconquered 

‘l'o God on high. With him, that gen’rous friend 


* The table was that of the late Mr, Mallet. The fact is related by Davir 
in his Life of Garrick, vol, ii. p. 49. 
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Had Abbadona almost ’scap’d th’ allures 

Of the arch-enemy ; but when roll’d by, 

In triumph to transport them, Satan’s car ; 

And the loud cry to arms, in warlike guise, 

Kung o’er them; and each god from slavery 
Boasted his liberation; ‘twas too much 

For Abbadona ; and his courage fail’d him. 

T'was then, with looks of love, the angel strove 

To call him back ; but vain: for drunk with charms 
Of ’luring juture, heard he not his friend. 
‘Triumphant, sought he Satan. I was on this, 

With anguish and in seif enwrapp’d, be thought ; 
Too, pictur’d he that lovely morning, back, 

Of young creation ; when th’ Eternal shap’d 

At once the happy pair, and they bespoke 

With joys unfetgn’d each other. What are we, 

And whence ? they said. O! seraph saw’st thou first 
The light etherial, and me? How long 

Art thou in being? Live we truly, then ? 

Come, therelore, clasp me heavenly friend, and say 


On what thy thoughts are bent. And, then. came torth, 


From out that bright’ning distance, the sure sign 

Of God, and bless’d them ; and they view’d around 
Beings unnumber’d. while soft silvery clouds 

Bore them to th’ Highest, and they nam’d him God. 
Thus Abbadona thought. His eye stream’d forth 
Tears, like the blood of innocence, which gush’d 
AJown the hills of Bethlehem, With fear 

And shudderings had he heard the speech of hell. 
He could not bear it, and he rose, Three times 

‘To speak did he essay. Three times, a sigh 
Stopp’d his sad voice. As, when in fields of blood 
Brothers have stabb’d, nor known each other, till 
Death spreads her shades around them both, and then 
From forth their quiv’ring breasts, they can but sigh. 
So Abbadona. Though, for ever, shail, 

He said at last, this fear’d assembly rise, 

Furious against me as I speak, ’tis nought ! 

I heed it not; and speak, lest o'er me come 

The sentence of the Highest, as o’er thee 

E’er hated Satan! Yes! I hate thee, wretch ! 

O! would thy Judge demand me from thine hell ; 
Me, whom, immortal, thou hast fore d away 

From my Creator! O! may endless wo 

Burst on thy rebel army ; ’mid the night 

Of this thy curst abyss, may those, that thou, 
Remorseless. hast entic’d, be pil’d above thee ; 

And with the notes of thunder crush thee down 
Thine own death’s ocean! God’s opposer, knew 
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I take no part, amid thy horrid wish 

To kill the meek Messias. Fiend, of whom, 

Of whom speak’st thou? Is’t not ’gainst him, whose arm, 
Whose thunders thou hast known ; and though thou striv’st, 
In specious guise, thy fearful thoughts to veil ; 

Yet, are they mark’d enough upon that front, 
Ambitious! Knows not heaven to guard itself 
Against our weak attempts? Shall we, who led 
The first of men to death, (all wo is me 

I did it also,) shall we rise against 

Our Lord, to butcher him, and kill the Son, 

The offspring of the Thunderer. Perhaps 

The Saviour ; or, at least, the pitying power 

Who shall assuage our evils? Him shall Wey 

For ever, from such crowd of former sons 

Of heaven’s joys, shut out? O Satan, think, 
Believe me, as I say, that true as now 

We writhe amid our harrowing agonies ; 

True, as, with monarch voice, this place thou call’st 
Of gloomiest horrours thine immortal realm ; 

So true, wilt thou but crown’d with shame depart, 
Stead of proud triumph from thine injur’d God! 


(To BE CONTINUED.) 


eS 
—_—— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


GENERAL CONVENTION, 1823. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 168.) 


Tne committee onthe Theological Seminary made the following 
report ; which was read and unanimously accepted. 

The committee of the house of clerical and lay deputies, to whom 
was referred all matters relating to the Theological Seminary, having 
had under consideration the report of the trustees, and other papers 
referred to them by the house, respectfully report, 

That they have directed their attention to the mode of education 
pursued in the seminary, the state of its finances, the number of trus- 
tees which it will be proper for this convention to appoint, the im- 
pediments which retard its progress, and the means rendering it more 
extensively useful to the Church. 

With respect to the mode of education pursued in the seminary, 
your committee refer the house, with great satisfaction, to the able 
and luminous report of the faculty, embodied in the report of the 
trustees to the convention. The course pursued is, in the opinion 
of your committee, expanded and liberal in its character, well fitted 
to render ‘the students able ministers of the New Testament, and to 
train them up in religious habits, as well as in sound learning. 

25 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, IV. 
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Your committee regret that they cannot speak with equal approba- 
tion of the report respecting the finances. They have not been able, 
in all cases, to determine whether the sums, mentioned as subscribed, 
have been paid; and they have reason to believe that the expenses 
of the institution exceed its income. They wish to invite the notice 
of the convention to this alarming fact, which, they surely need not 
add, must produce the ruin of the seminary, if measures to counteract 
the evil be not speedily adopted. 

The want of precision in the financial report, involves a further 
difficulty with respect to the choice of trustees ; your committee being 
unable to determine the exact amount which has been actually paid, 
or secured to be paid, by the several dioceses. It does not appear 
that any moneys have been actually received, excepting from the 
states of Massachusetts, New York, Pensylvania, and South Carolina. 
The amount received from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and South 
Carolina, is defined, because it has been contributed in money ; that 
from New York is not equally so, from the nature and condition of 
the property. There are two questions which it seems proper to 
meet at the outset, in order to prevent future difficulty: These are, 
whether all property given by individuals, not connected with other 
dioceses, is to be considered as belonging to that in which the semi- 
nary is established ; and whether, in case an individual removes from 
one diocese to another, the amount contributed by him is also to be 
transferred. Your committee are of opinion that the sums subscribed 
and paid in each diocese, ought not to be affected by the removal of 
the individual donor, but should be considered for ever as a portion 
of the property contributed by that diocese. And in order to pre- 
vent any present or future difficulties, in the choice of trustees, your 
eommittee beg leave to recommend, that the nominations transmitted 
to this convention by the several state conventions, be now received 
without discussion ; but that a canon be formed, requiring the several 
state conventions, in future, to send a proper certificate, exhibiting an 
exact inventory of the number of clergy, and of the amount of pro- 
perty paid, or secured to be paid, in each diocese ; and that, in default 
of such certificate, any nomination of such diocese shall not be con- 
firmed by the General Convention. 

While on this subject, it is proper to add, that your committee 
have been informed that the diocese of North Carolina, with a zeal 
which deserves the praise and imitation of our whole Church, have 
subscribed a large sum towards the foundation of a professorship, of 
which no notice appears to have been given to the trustees. 

The committee were induced to consider the impediments, which 
retard the progress of the seminary, in consequence of noticing the 
fact, reported to this house by the committee on the state of the 
Church, that there are sixty candidates for the ministry in the Atlan- 
tick states alone, of which number there are but eighteen at present 
in the seminary. Why this vast disparity? Your committee are 
unable to assign more than two causes; some feelings yet remaining 
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of a sectional character, and the want of means for supporting indi- 
gent students. 

There appears to be some apprehension on the part of the more 
distant and less wealthy dioceses, that the students of the seminary will 
be induced to desert their proper field of future labour, under the 
idea of having greater advantages in the vicinity of the seminary. If 
such an apprehension does exist, your committee are persuaded that 
the silent influence of time will destroy the illusion. There are no 
facts, as yet, by which it can be supported ; and the love of country, 
and the influence of early habits, will gradually create, throughout 
the union, an indigenous clergy. There is no more reason to appre- 
hend that candidates for orders, educated at the General Theological 
Seminary, will not return to their respective dioceses, than that stu- 
dents educated in the northern colleges should thereby be alienated 
from home. If there be any danger, it is more to be apprehended 
in the northern section of our country, than in the southern. It may, 
however, be effectually guarded against, by making the students can- 
didates for orders in their respective dioceses, by greater exertions to 
support the clergy, which will diminish inducements to emigration, 
and by enforcing the already existing regulations, which require dea- 
cons to be under the direction of the bishops who ordain them. 

Your committee cannot but contemplate, with pleasure, the delight- 
ful prospect of having a general seminary, whither, like the temple 
at Jerusalem, the tribes of the Lord will go up to testify unto Israel ; 
and they anticipate, with full confidence, that happy period when the 
north and the south will give up, and the east and the west will not 
keep back. On this account, as well as for other reasons, hereafter to 
be mentioned, your committee notice with pleasure the indication, in 
the report of the trustees, of a disposition to abolish the branch school 
at Geneva; and they beg leave to recommend an expression of the 
sense of this house, approving of that measure. 

The second cause which has hitherto prevented the increase of the 


seminary, will best be considered by adverting to the means to be 


employed, of rendering it more extensively useful to the Church. 

And on this head, your committee are decidedly of opinion, that 
provision should be made, as soon as possible, for placing the students 
in a situation more retired from the noise, and business, and corrupt- 
ing pleasures of the world; that the expenses of the institution should 
be diminished by the most prudent and undeviating economy ; that 
the office of librarian should be given to some indigent student, a pro- 
vision which may also perhaps be extended, so as to embrace the 
office of Janitor ; that means be taken for the establishment of com- 
mons, and for furnishing the apartments of the students, which may 
be done at a small expense, by donations of furniture by the pious 
and charitable members of our Church; and that it be earnestly re- 
commended to the several dioceses to form more scholarships. The 
prosperity of our Church depends much, under the Divine blessing, 
upon the stpport given to this institution. Without it, our missiona- 
ry society, it will evidently be seen, must be inefficient; and a -fact 
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stated by the bishop of Ohio, affords a striking evidence of this truth. 

He has now, for nearly two years, had in his hands, it is believed, 

about 3000 dollars for the support of missionaries, and has not been 

able to obtain them. The harvest truly is plenteous, but it may 

emphatically be added, that the labourers are few. 
By order of the committee, 

SAMUEL F. JARVIS, Chairman. 


° 


Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America. 

Art. 1. There shall be a general convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of America, at such time in every 
third year, and in such place as shall be determined by the conven- 
tion ; and in case there shall be an epidemick disease, or any good 
cause to render it necessary to alter the place fixed on for any such 
meeting of convention, the presiding bishop shall have it in his power 
to appoint another convenient place, (as near as may be to the place 
so fixed on.) for the holding of such convention ; and special meetings 
may be cslled at other times, in the manner hereafter to be provided 
for: and this Church, in a majority of the states which shall have 
adopted this constitution, shall be represented, before they shall pro- 
ceed to business ; except that the representation from two states shall 
be sufficient to adjourn; and in all business of the convention, free- 
dom of debate shall be allowed. 

Art. 2. The Church in each state shall be entitled to a representa- 
tion of both the clergy and the laity ; which representation shail con- 
sist of one or more deputies, not exceeding four of each order, chosen 
by the convention of the state ; and, in all questions, when required 
by the clerical and lay representation from any state, each order 
shall have one vote; and the majority of suffrages by states shall 
be conclusive in each order, provided such majority comprebend a 
majority of the states represented in that order: the concurrence of 
both orders shall be necessary to constitute a vote of the convention. 
If the convention of any state should neglect or decline to appoint 
clerical deputies, or if they should neglect to appoint lay deputies ; 
or if any of those of either order appointed should neglect to attend, 
or be prevented by sickness or any other accident, such state shall, 
nevertheless, be considered as duly represented by such deputy or 
deputies as may attend, whetber lay or clerical. And if, through the 
neglect of the convention of any of the churches which shall have 
adopted, or may hereafter adopt, this constitution, no deputies, either 
Jay or clerical, should attend at any general convention, the Church 
in such state shall, nevertheless, be bound by the acts of such con. 
vention. 

Art. 3, The bishops of this church, when there shall be three or 
more, shall, whenever general conventions are held, form a separate 
house, with a right to originate and propose acts, for the concurrence 
of the house of deputies, composed of clergy and laity : and when 
any proposed act shall have passed the house of deputies, the same 
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shall be transmitted to the house of bishops, who shall have a negative 
thereupon ; and all acts of the convention shall be authenticated by 
both houses. And, in all cases, the bouse of bishops shall signify to 
the convention their approbation or disapprobation (the latter with 
their reasons in writing) within three days after the proposed act 
shall have been reported to them for concurrence; and, in failure 
thereof, it shall have the operation of a law. But, until there shall be 
three or more bishops, as aforesaid, any bishop attending a general 
convention shall be a member ex officio, and shall vote with the cleri- 
cal deputies of the state to which he belongs ; and a bishop shall then 
preside. 

Art. 4. The bishop or bishops in every state shall be chosen agree- 
ably to such rules as shall be fixed by the convention of that state : 
and every bishop of this Church shall confine the exercise of his Epis- 
copal office to his proper diocese or district; unless requested to or- 
dain, or confirm, or perform any other act of the Episcopal office, by 
any church destitute of a bishop. 

Art. 5. A Protestant Episcopal Church in any of the United States, 
not now represented, may, at any time hereafter, be admitted, on ac- 
ceding to this constitution. 

Art. 6. In every state, the mode of trying clergymen shall be in- 
stitutedyhy the convention of the Church therein. At every trial of 
a bishop, there shall be one or more of the Episcopal order present ; 
and none but a bishop shall pronounce sentence of deposition or de- 
gradation from the ministry, on any clergyman, whether bishop, or 
presbyter, or deacon. 

Art. 7. No person shall be admitted to holy orders, until he shall 
have been examined by the bishop, and by two presbyters, and shall 
have exhibited such testimonials, and other requisites, as the canons 
in that case provided may direct: nor shall any person be ordained, 
until he shall have subscribed the following declaration: ‘I do be- 
lieve the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the 
word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation: and I 
do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine and worship of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States.” No person or- 
dained by a foreign bishop shall be permitted to officiate as a minis- 
ter of this Church, until be shall have complied with the canon or 
canons in that case provided, and have also subscribed to the afore- 
said declaration. 

Art. 8. A Book of Common Prayer, administration of the sacra- 
ments, and other rites and ceremonies of the Church, articles of reli- 
gion, and a form and manner of making, ordaining, and consecrating 
bishops, priests, and deacons, wien established by this or a future 
general convention, shall be used in the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in those states which shall have adopted this constitution. 

No alteration or addition shali be made in the Book of Common 
Prayer, or other offices of the Church, unless the same shall be pro- 
posed in’ one general convention, and by a resolve thereof made 
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known to the convention of every diocese or state, and adopted at the 
subsequent general convention. 

Art. 9. This constitution shall be unalterable, unless in general con- 
vention, by the Church, in a majority of the states which may have 
adopted the same; and all alterations shall be first proposed in one 
general convention, and made known to the several state conventions, 
before they shall be finally agreed to, or ratified, in the ensuing gene- 
ral convention. 

Done in the General Convention of the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity of 

the Church, the second day of October, 1789. 


The first article was amended in general convention, 1804, and 
again in general convention, 1823. 

The third article was amended in general convention, 1808. 

The second paragraph of the eighth article was added in general 
convention, 1811." 


The Constitution of the Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, as 
amended by the General Convention, 1823. 


Art. 1. This institution shall be denominated the Domestick and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, 

Art. 2. It shall be composed of the bishops of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and of the members of the house of clerical and lay 
deputies of the general convention of said Church, for the time being ; 
and of such other persons as shall contribute, by subscription, three 
dollars, or more, annually, to the objects of the institution, during the 
continuance of such contributions ; and of such as shall contribute at 
once thirty dollars, which contribution shall constitute them members 
for life. 

Members who pay fifty dollars on subscribing, shall be denominated 
patrons of the society. | 

It shall be the privilege of the subscribers to designate, on their 
subscriptions, to which of the objects, domestick or foreign, they de- 
sire their contributions to be applied. If no specification be made, 
the board of directors may apply them to either, or both, at their 
discretion. 

Art. 3. The society shall meet triennially, at the place in which 
the general convention shall hold its session. The time of meeting 
shall be on the first day of the session, at five o’clock, P. M. 

A sermon shall be preached, and a collection made in aid of the 
funds of the society, at such time, during the session of the conven- 
tion, as may be determined at the preceding meeting: the preacher 
to be appointed by the house of bishops. 

Art. 4. The presiding bishop of this Church shall be president of 
the society ; the other bishops, according to seniority, vice-presidents. 
There shall be a secretary, and twenty-four directors, who shall be 
chosen by ballot, at each meeting. 
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Art. 5. The directors, together with the president, vice-presidents, 
and patrons of the society, who shall, ex officio, be directors, shall 
compose a body, to be denominated the Board of Directors of the 
Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States of America. They shall meet an- 
nually in the city of Philadelphia, except in the year of the meeting 
of the general convention, when they shall assemble at the place of 
the meeting thereof. Nine members of the board of directors shall 
be necessary to constitute a quorum to do business. 

The meetings of the board of directors shall always be opened by using 
a form of prayer, consisting of a special collect, to be prepared by the 
presiding bishop, and one or more collects from the liturgy. 

Art. 6. At the annual meetings, all missionary stations, appoint. 
ments of missionaries, and appropriations of money, and all by-laws 
necessary for their own government, and for conducting the affairs of 
the missions, shal] be made; provided, that all appointments of mis- 
sionaries shall be with the approbation of the bishops present. Spe- 
cial meetings may be called by the president, or by one of the vice- 
presidents, as often as may be necessary to carry into effect the reso- 
lutions adopted at the annual meetings of the board, and to fill up the 
vacancies that may occur among missionaries, either on account of those 
who had been appointed declining to serve, or from the resignation or 
death of others ; and if such power shall be confided to them at the pre- 
ceding annual meeting of the board, to fiz new missionary stations, and 
to appoint a new missionary or missionaries, as circumstances may re- 
quire: the appointment so made to be with the approbation of the bishop 
or bishops present. Whenever missionaries are appointed. and their 
stations fixed, provision shall be made for their support out of the appro- 
priation made for the year, at the annual meeting of the board. At the 
special meetings, seven members, including the president, or one of 
the vice-presidents, shall be a quorum to transact business. 

The board of directors, whether at their annual or special meetings, 
may appoint such committees as may be necessary or useful. 

Art. 7. There shall be annually appointed, by the board of directors, 
a treasurer and two members of the society, who, together, shall be 
termed trustees of the permanent fund. 

The treasurer shall receive all contributions which shall be made 
to the society, and enter them in detail, distinguishing between what 
may be contributed for domestick, and what for foreign purposes, if 
any such distinction should be made ; and present a statement of his 
accounts annually, or oftener if required, to the board of directors. 
He shall not pay moneys unless on an order from the board, signed 
by the president, or, in his absence, by the senior vice-president who 
may attend the meeting when such order is given. 

‘'wenty per cent. of all moneys which shall be contributed, to car- 
ry into effect the objects of the institution, shall be vested by the 
trustees, in their own name, as officers of the society, in some safe 
and productive stock, to constitute a permanent fund. The residue 
of the contributions, with the interest arising from the permanent 
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fund, shall be appropriated to the objects for which the society was 
formed. 

Art. 8. The board of directors, at their annual meetings, shall take 
such measures as they may deem proper, to establish auxiliary socie- 
ties in any diocese, with the advice and consent of the bishop of the 
same; to secure patronage, and to enlarge the funds of the institu- 
tion. ‘The bishop of every diocese shall be president of the auxiliary 
societies organized within it. | 

Art.9. In any diocese or district where there is a bishop, or an 
ecclesiastical body duly constituted under the authority of the conven- 
lion of the same, for missionary purposes, aidemay be given in mo- 
ney ; but the appointment of the missionary shall rest with the bishop 
or ecclesiastical body aforesaid. He shall act under their direction ; 
and shall render to them a report of his proceedings, copies of which 
shall be torwarded to this society. 

Art. 10. ‘The beard of directors shall, at every meeting of the so- 
ciety, present a detailed report of their proceedings; which, if ap- 
proved and adopted by the society, shall, on the next day, be pre- 
sented by their president to the general convention, as the report of 
the society. 

Art. 11. The present convention shall elect, by ballot, the twenty- 
four directors and the two secretaries, provided for by the 4th article, 
to act till the first stated meeting of the society ; and the first meeting 
of the board of directors shall take place at Philadelphia, on the third 
Wednesday in November instant. 

Art. 12. Alterations of the constitution may be proposed either by the 
society, or by the general convention, at their respective triennial meet- 
ings ; but no proposed alteration shall be adopted, unless by the concur- 
rent vote of the two bodies. 

Art. 18, It is recommended to every member of this society, to 
pray to Almighty God for his blessing upon its designs, under the 
full conviction, that unless he direct us in all our doings with his most 
gracious favour, and further us with his continual help, we cannot 
reasonably hope either to procure suitable persons to act as missiona- 
ries, or expect that their endeavours will be successful. 

N. B. The amendments are designated by italicks. 


—<——= 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Report of the Female Society of Boston and vicinity for pro- 
moting Christianity among the Jews, was received too late for in- 


sertion in this Number. 
An advertisement of “ Spiritual Gleanings, or Select Essays, with 


Scripture Mottos, by Mary Grafton,” reviewed in our Number fo: 
April, will be found on the covers of the present month. 
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